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Building Resilience in the Horn of Africa

So what is resilience exactly, and what are the key methods for success? In pursuit of that answer, USAID convened last
week, in partnership with IFPRI and our many partners, a two day workshop on “Enhancing Resilience in the Horn of Africa:
An Evidence Workshop on Strategies for Success.”

Through President Obama’s Feed the Future initiative, the U.S. Government now has a powerful global hunger and food
security initiative that connects its enduring commitment to humanitarian assistance with increased investments in
agriculture and nutrition and sound policy. This workshop was designed to inform our programs with the our best lessons and
strategies for tackling chronic food insecurity.

“Resilience” is quite literally the ability to jump back; to return to original form. It has become a vivid one-word way to
capture the importance of providing emergency assistance in a way that helps families and communities both withstand
shocks and, as importantly, become more stable and food secure. While there is not a common accepted definition of
resilience, building resilience generally involves reducing the likelihood and severity of crises; building capacity to buffer or
absorb shocks; creating and enhancing communities’ or families’ ability to respond; and reducing the impact of crises.

Read the full post on the USAID IMPACTblog
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